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FACT SHEET

House Bill 614, PN 680, establishing the Deparhnent of Drug and Alcohol Programs
was introduced on March 6,2007 by Representative Gene DiGirolamo (R-Bucks).

House Bitl614 moves the Bureau of Drug and Alcohol Programs and all of its functions
to the Department of Drug and Alcohol Prqrams.

This proposed legislation makes no changes in the existing powers and duties of the
drug and alcohol Single State Authortty as defined by Act 63 of 1972.

Backqround

In 1970, Congress enacted legislation requiring states to establish Single State Authorities to
address the alcohol and drug problem, to maintain oversight and accountability and to administer
federal funding for this express purpose.

f n response, the Pennsylvania GeneralAssembly enacted Act 63 of 1972 establishing
Pennsylvania's Single State Authority on Drug and Alcohol and delineating its Porels and Duties.
Since 1972, the agency has been structured as a free-standing Councif, a deputate and a bureau.
Effectiveness and authority have diminished with each downward move. Information on alcoholand
other drug addiction treatnent and prevention priorities must now be filtered through many layers of
govemment beforc reaching the Govemor.

Whv Do We Need a tlepartmqnt of D4rq and Alcohol Ffoarql,qp?

-- 788.2A2 Pennsylvanians have a drug and alcohol problem and are unable to obtain treatment.

-- 1 in 4 families in Pennsylvania are struggling to help a loved one with a drug and alcoholproblem.

_ ALCOHOL AND DRUG PROBLEMS DRIVE THE FINANCES OF STATE GOVERNMENT and
force ertain spending priorities on us.
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7Vs of tte prison population tras an ak;ohal and drug problen

lmpac,t on the budget of the Departrnent of Conections = $980 million

I of every 5 dotlarc spenf by lttedlicaid on hospibl carc E expnded for drug and atrc,ohol
relabd health carc problen**

lmpact on the budget of the Department of Public Welfare = $1.8 billion

. Dn g and atcohol abwe and addiction is involved with 7Ct6 to Ur% of tfie
Childrcn and Youth caseload

lmpact on the budgret of Childrcn and Youth = $1 billion

Drug and alcohol problems uniquelv effect mogt aspects of oovemment in Pennsvlvania
induding: the Department of Conections, fre Board of Probation and Parob, the State Polioe, the
Office of tlrc Attomey General, the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, the
Insurane Department, the Deparbnent of Labor and lndustry, the Departrnent of Health ard the
Deparfnent of Tnansportation

Who S.upeorts the Bill?

There is broad support for this legislatlon ftom individuals and organizations provitling
prevention and treaUnent services, ftom county planning agencles and ftom r€covery organizations.

Supporting organizations are:

Thc Drug nd Alcpfiol $oryiss Provldnrs Organtzation af tuulp;ytuanla (DASPA4,
representing a stataride malition of treatment and prevention programs, pracfitiorers, empbyee
assistane programs, etudent assistance progrsms and drug and alcohol esseiations.

The PennsyfuaniaAssociaffon of County Drug and Alcohol Adminisfialons (PACDAA),
representing the Drug and Aloohol Singb County Authoritbs for all 67 cruntftes in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania.

The Pennsfiania R*ovuy Organiatio*Nliance PRA$ rcpreenting a statavftte
coalition sf familles ard people in rrcovery.

PEHI{SYLVAilIA T{EEDS CABII{ET OFFIGIAL-TO€ABIiIET OFFIGIAL ADVOCACY AND
LEADERSHIP TO ADDRESS THE ALCOHOL AI{D DRUG PROBLET
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DASPOP
Pennsylvania Profile 2AAT Update

Addiction Treatment

PA POPUISTION: 12.4 million

ESTIIT'ATED NUMBER tN NEED OF TREATMENT - 941,606
(Departnrent of Healfr, SAPT Block Gnant Application, FFY2007)

ACTUAL NUMBER RECEIVING TREATMENT - 92,115
(Bureau of Drug and Alcohol Programs, CIS Data, FYOffi)

TREATMENT ADMISSIONS BY DRUG:

FY0142 FYo2-03 FYo$04

ALCOHOL 30,148 (43o/o) 30,285 (41a/ol 33,2ffi (38Yol

HEROIN 14,229 (20o/o, 16,811 (23Yo) 21,M3 (2aYo)

coclcRAcK 10,957 (16%) 12,283 (16%) 14,514 (17o/o)

FY04-05

35,f 55 (384/o)

20,668 (22oh\

16,830 (18%)

FYo$06

Y,748 (38olo)

2'1,491 (23Yo)

16,501 (18o/o)

le-s -0?

TOTAL ADM: 69,792 74,281 86,908 92,224 92,115

TREATMENT ADMISSIONS FOR HEROIN: I YEAR TREND

1997-99 2000-01 2001{/2 2002-03 2003-04 2AA4-A5 2005-06

8,700 13,261 14,229 16,811 21,M3 20,668 21,491 +147Yo increase 1997-2006

TREATMENT ADMISSIONS FOR HEROIN (Ages 18 - 24): 8 YEAR TREND

1997-98 2000-01 zilcr|{lz 2W2-A3 2003-04 2004-05 200s06

2,932 4,2A1 4,992 5,903 7,199 7,UA 7393 +217% increase 1997-2006

TREATMENT ADMISSIONS FOR METHAMPHETAMINE: 8 YEAR TREND

1997-98 2qp0-01 2A0142 2002.{i3 2003-04 2W44,5 2005{6

182 161 162 195 300 382 410 +1250{o increase 1997-2006

DRUG ABUSE ARRESTS: 8 YEAR TREND (PA Uniform Grime Report)

1997 20qg 2001 2oo2 2003 zO0/- 2005 20ffi

33,578 48,644 51,256 50,906 50,301 53,325 14,508 57,000 +70% increase 1997-2mG

DUIARRESTS: 8 YEAR TREND (PA Uniform Crime Report)

1997 2000 2W1 2AO2 2003 2004- 2005 2006

17,073 41,559 40,788 41,801 41,613 43,699 45,242 49,011 +32%increase1997-2006
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